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only 48 hours ago.
Now, the Chancellor has to take a plane.

He’s got to be at work in the morning. What
time is it back there in Germany? Eleven
o’clock or something like that. So, we better
let him go.

Thank you, Helmut.

Note: The President’s 124th news conference
began at 4:15 p.m. in the East Room at
the White House. The Chancellor spoke in
German, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter. In his remarks, the Chan-
cellor referred to NATO’s Lance short-range
nuclear missile.

Message on the Observance of the Iranian New Year
March 16, 1992

I am delighted to extend greetings to all
Iranian Americans as you celebrate Nowruz,
the Iranian New Year.

This occasion provides a welcome oppor-
tunity to recognize the many outstanding
contributions that Iranian immigrants and
their descendants have made to the United
States. Through your unique customs and
traditions, you have greatly enriched Amer-
ican culture, while at the same time giving
your fellow citizens a deeper understanding
of your ancestral homeland. Through your
myriad achievements in academia and in the
workplace and through your increasing par-
ticipation in government, you have also
demonstrated your belief in freedom and

in equal opportunity for all—ideals that
make this Nation’s diversity a source of
strength and pride.

On this occasion, as you gather with fam-
ily and friends to forgive old grievances and
to celebrate the arrival of spring, you fill
your communities with a sense of reconcili-
ation and renewal. What better way to begin
a new year.

Barbara joins me in wishing you a memo-
rable celebration.

GEORGE BUSH

Note: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 23.

Memorandum Delegating Authority Regarding Weapons Destruction
in the Former Soviet Union
March 20, 1992

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense, the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget

Subject: Delegation of Responsibilities
under Public Law 102–229

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States
of America, including section 301 of title
3 of the United States Code, I hereby dele-
gate:

1. to the Secretary of State the authority
and duty vested in the President under sec-
tion 211(b) of H.R. 3807 as passed the Sen-
ate on November 25, 1991, and referred

to in section 108 of the Dire Emergency
Supplemental Appropriations and Transfers
for Relief From the Effects of Natural Dis-
asters, for Other Urgent Needs, and for In-
cremental Cost of ‘Operation Desert Shield/
Desert Storm’ Act of 1992 (Public Law
102–229) (the Act); and

2. to the Secretary of Defense the au-
thorities and duties vested in the President
under sections 212, 221, 231, and 232 of
H.R. 3807 as passed the Senate on Novem-
ber 25, 1991, and referred to in section 108
of the Act.

The Secretary of Defense shall not exer-
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cise authority delegated by paragraph 2
hereof with respect to any former Soviet
republic unless the Secretary of State has
exercised the authority and performed the
duty delegated by paragraph 1 hereof with
respect to that former Soviet republic. The
Secretary of Defense shall not obligate
funds in the exercise of authority delegated
by paragraph 2 hereof unless the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget
has made the determination required by
section 221(e) of H.R. 3807 as passed the
Senate on November 25, 1991, and referred

to in section 108 of the Act.
The Secretary of State is directed to pub-

lish this memorandum in the Federal Reg-
ister.

GEORGE BUSH

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, 3:10 p.m., April 2, 1992]

Note: This memorandum was released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on March
23.

Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony for Barbara H. Franklin as
Secretary of Commerce
March 23, 1992

May I thank Ambassador Schnabel for
presiding here, but much more important,
for the job he has done in an interim pe-
riod. It’s not easy. And he’s done an out-
standing job. And this gives me an oppor-
tunity also to thank those who work for this
wonderful Department, the Department of
Commerce. We’re grateful to each and
every one of you. Justice O’Connor and
Senator Danforth, thank you for your par-
ticipation in this ceremony. I thought Eli,
Eli Barnes, the guy that gave the Pledge
of Allegiance, did a first-class job, too. And
Master Gunnery Sergeant Ryan, an old
friend, thank you for leading us in the an-
them. My respects to the marines here.

Then to our various Cabinet members
with us today, it’s most appropriate that you
join your fellow Cabinet member at this
special occasion. May I salute the former
Secretary of Commerce Elliot Richardson.
I know Pete Peterson was to be here, but
I don’t think he was able to make it. But
Secretary Richardson is with us. And then
we have other Cabinet secretaries, Bill
Brock and Frank Carlucci and Jim Lynn
and Margaret Heckler, all with us today.
Members of Congress too numerous to ac-
knowledge, but all vitally interested in Bar-
bara’s success as Secretary of Commerce.

And of course, a special salute to the one
we honor today, Barbara Franklin, who is

about to become the current Secretary of
one of our Government’s great Agencies.

For me, today is sentimental. I remember
a couple of months ago I was telling an
aide that I had decided to nominate Barbara
to this difficult post. And he replied, ‘‘Don’t
you think she’s got enough to do already?’’,
referring to Barbara Bush. [Laughter] But
that brings me to the one, the Barbara that
we are here to celebrate and to honor, the
newest member of my Cabinet, a woman
who claims a long and distinguished career
in both public and private service.

Barbara’s been a member of the Product
Safety Commission, a member of the Advi-
sory Committee for Trade Policy Negotia-
tions, president and CEO of her own con-
sulting firm, and also director of seven of
America’s most successful largest corpora-
tions. And always she’s been a woman of
courage, integrity, vision, and found plenty
of time for service to her country.

And let it never be said that someone
from Yale doesn’t recognize talent from
Harvard when he sees it. Hard to do. But
her talent was spotted a lot earlier than that.
Here’s what her high school yearbook in
Lancaster—this may prove embarrassing to
her, but here’s what her high school year-
book in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, said: ‘‘Ver-
satile Barb is seen in all departments of
Hempfield High School.’’ But then it goes
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